Complying with the
CAN-You-Know-What Act

In This Issue
E-mail Best Practices
Nonprofit Insurance Issues
How Readers Use GuideStar
From the President's Office

It stands for "Controlling the Assault of Non-Solicited Pornography
and Marketing," and it's designed to help you identify all those emails hawking miracle diets, pet supplies, and—ahem!—other
things. Find out what nonprofits need to know about sending bulk
and commercial e-mails.
back to top

Question of the Month
Stat of the Month

Insurance Trips and Traps for Nonprofits
Does a root canal without anesthetic sound like more fun than
reviewing your organization's insurance coverage? Try this painless
review of deductibles, limits of coverage, and other insurance
mysteries nonprofits should consider.
back to top

Is Your
Organization
Helping Tsunami
Victims?
Make it easier for donors
to find out that you are
providing relief to victims
of the devastating
tsuanami. Your
organization will appear
in the special tsunami
search results if you have
an updated GuideStar
Report and add a line
about your relief efforts to
your one-sentence
description. Be sure to
add "disaster relief" to
your keywords.
More information about
updating

What Has GuideStar Done for You Lately?
December Question of the Month Results
IRS Forms 990 are an important part of GuideStar, but they're only
one of the things people look for on the site and in the database.
Newsletter readers share how they use GuideStar.
back to top

From the President's Office
Dear Friend:
Like so many of you, my GuideStar colleagues and I are taking
stock of 2004 and making resolutions for the New Year. As we
reflect on GuideStar's activities last year, we are pleased by our
progress in several areas, which we are using as the basis of our
goals for the coming months:
l

January Question of
the Month
If you were advising the
Senate Finance
Committee on charity
reform, what one thing
would you recommend
be changed?
Share your answer

The database. We made our nonprofit database larger and
more useful. In 2004, we added more than 450,000 IRS
Form 990 images and digitized information from more than
373,000 returns. We now have nearly 2.5 million images and
digitized information from more than 2 million 990s on
GuideStar.
We will continue to enrich the database with Form 990
images and data in 2005. We will also strive to streamline
the processes that take the 990s from the IRS center in
Ogden, Utah, to our servers in Virginia. And we will look at
adding new organizations to the database and expanding the
types of information we offer on the nonprofits already in it.

Stat of the Month
Number of GuideStar
Participants as of
December 31, 2004:

91,730

Helping Tsunami
Survivors

Nonprofit participation. More than 90,000 charitable
organizations updated their GuideStar Reports in 2004,
increasing the total number of Nonprofit Participants more
than 12 percent. ... Read more

l

Connecting Nonprofit
Professionals Worldwide

"Disaster relief" comes in
many forms. These tips for
donors can help you find
the charities doing the
work you want to support.

back to top

Volume 5, Issue 1, January 2005
Privacy Policy—we do not sell, rent, or lend the e-mail addresses of our subscribers.
GuideStar does not endorse, support, sanction, or verify the information or material that is contained in or linked to from paid advertisements in the GuideStar Newsletter. Ads
have been obtained from sources believed to be reliable, but their content cannot be guaranteed. Unless otherwise specifically indicated, GuideStar has no affiliation with any
of these organizations, and it makes no representations or warranties with regard to their products and/or services.
GuideStar newsletters are powered by GetActive Software, the leader in member relationship management, providing solutions that allow membership organizations to recruit,
engage, and retain constituents, manage data, and raise funds online. Visit http://www.getactive.com/ or call 202.659.2791.

