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DEAR FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS
I joined Emunah of America 25 years ago, and have served on the board for 12
years. I am very proud of what our outstanding team of accomplished board
members, staff and dedicated volunteers have built over the years, and even more
excited about Emunah of America's future. Emunah of America's mission is to
support the most vulnerable at-risk children and families in Israel and specific
projects in the United States, by providing donors and volunteers the tools to partner
with in these worthwhile endeavors. These incredible people are Emunah
CHANGEMAKERS - individuals who make a difference and positively impact and
change lives by raising the necessary funds for those in need.
Our future goal is to continue to embrace and harness the power of
volunteerism and utilize the professional drive of our volunteers who will fuel our
organization forward. Using our well-positioned brand, excellent talent, and best
practices to expand the reach and practice of high-impact fundraising initiatives
across the country and around the world, Emunah can lead the way toward that
reality.
We have a very strong reputation in our communities in the United States and in
Israel, as with our corporate partners, and business professionals who have
worked with us. Our reputation sustains our mission and our brand leads the
expansion of the organization.
Over the next three years, we will reach more donors directly by engaging in creative
fundraising events and one-on-one asks. We will expand our programs to enable
other potential volunteers and donors to join Emunah of America, ensuring our
success. We will continue to inspire others to participate in fundraising and
educational events across the country and around the globe. We remain steadfast in
our commitment to our primary beneficiaries—children and families at-risk in Israel
and Holocaust and anti-bias education in the United States.
We already have a strong base of dedicated and generous volunteers and donors,
with plans for continued healthy and strategic growth. As you read more about our
plans, I hope you will imagine yourself as a partner of Emunah of America and a
CHANGEMAKER to the many lives for whom you will make a difference.

Debbie Bienenfeld
National President
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Who We Are

I say to all organizations and all Religious
Zionist organizations, be Emunah! Emunah
works with the professionalism and excellence
of a high tech start up, determination of an elite
commando unit, and soul of a mother."
NAFTALI BENNETT

Member of the Knesset, Yemina, Israel
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WHO WE ARE

Emunah prides itself in its inclusion of all demographics in its fundraising and
educational activities, within its local chapters and national forums. Emunah inspires
the youth towards social responsibility and encourages healthy socialization.
Volunteering opportunities are made available in our partnership with Kol Hanearim, an
organization which sends teens and young adults as volunteers to Emunah's summer
programs for disadvantaged children in Israel. Emunah V'Omanut is a one-year
American program for young women who study art and music in Israel, utilizing the
resources of the Emunah Appleman College in Jerusalem.
Emunah of America has partnered with the One Clip at a Time organization that
provides Holocaust/anti-bias training for teachers in the United States. This program
reaches not only the Jewish community but is partnering with broader sectors to train
American educators on how to teach Holocaust history and awareness in the American
public school system.
Emunah also maintains its strong connections with our lifetime and current members,
some of whom are elderly. Emunah’s senior members meet regularly for activities, and
inclusion in the organization encourages a healthy forum for socialization and
strengthening of social connections, reduces loneliness and isolation, and enhances
meaningful and purposeful living. Through the seniors' endeavors, much needed funds
are raised to alleviate the challenges and lack of resources experienced by our
beneficiaries.
Participation in umbrella organizations such as the Conference of Presidents and AZM
engages Emunah of America members in advocacy for the larger community. Just as
Emunah in Israel confronts issues on women's status and rights, we have partnered
with Telem, a non-profit that supports ultra-orthodox girls who have left home, on
programs combatting sex-trafficking and drug use in the Israeli Haredi community. In
addition, Emunah supports the College of Arts and Technology, thereby providing
young women the educational resources to pursue their dreams, support themselves
financially and contribute to the larger global society.
WHERE WE OPERATE
We currently operate our National office in New York City. We have volunteers
across the country: New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Chicago, Los Angeles, and
Florida. Emunah has affiliates in many countries throughout the world fundraising for
Emunah Israel.

NY, NJ CT

Chicago

Los Angeles

Florida
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OUR MISSION
Emunah of America drives social change by leading, mobilizing,
and engaging volunteers to raise the necessary funds to
support projects for children and families at-risk in Israel and
educational programs in the United States.
I volunteer with Emunah of America so that I can be engaged
in meaningful work, support social causes that I believe in,
and gain valuable experience in fields that are important to
me—community service and the arts. Most of all, I firmly
agree with Emunah of America's mission and goal to enable
social organizations to successfully carry out their work by
providing the resources and funding that they need.
JOHANNA GUTTMANN HERSKOWITZ
Chairman of the Board
Emunah of America
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OUR HISTORY
Emunah of America’s roots go back three quarters of a
century (1948). The movement to support Israel emerged
from two sources – OMEN – Women’s Mizrachi, founded in
1925 and Irgun Hapoalot HaIrgun HaMizrachi, which was
established in 1935 under the leadership of Tova SanhedraiGoldreich. Tova Sanhedrai-Goldreich  ז“לalready active in
public life form, early youth in Poland, was at the helm of the
organization for fifty years. In a parallel political career she
rose to be Deputy Speaker of the Knesset.
Responding to the Needs of the Moment
Emunah's motivation during those formative years and in fact
the driving force which characterized our movement until the
present, is the desire to respond to the needs of the
moment. All through the difficult period of Israel’s emergent
statehood, our energies were exhausted by coping with the
daily frustrations and trauma of life in Israel.
Statehood Heralds a Turning Point
The establishment of the state had a profound effect on our
women’s movement, and on May 15th, 1948, Emunah
witnessed a turning point in its activities. While previously
dedicated to coping with immediate emergencies, it now
adopted a more coordinated plan of action to provide care
and education for women of the country, particularly new
immigrants from countries from all over the world.
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imPact
We are so appreciative of Emunah of America's board and
donors. With the help of the highly skilled volunteers that
Emunah of America has provided - Achuzat Sarah has
benefited from additional funds that have been raised for
programs and capital improvements.

SONIA SHURHAVETSKY
Director of Communications
Emunah Achuzat Sarah Children's Home
B'nei Brak, Israel
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OUR IMPACT
GRANTS & FUNDS
PROCURED BY EMUNAH
Emunah of America procures funds from grants and foundations
for our designated charities. These funds provide life-changing
services and programs, helping Israel's most vulnerable to
break the cycle of distress and build rewarding and stable lives
with their families.
The impact of Emunah of America's work is visible throughout
Israeli society and the United States. Our collective success
belongs to the individuals and families who find their strengths,
character, and their ability to heal thanks to thousands of
professional staff and volunteers.
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IMPACT
BY THE
NUMBERS
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STRENGTH OF THE
BOARD & VOLUNTEERS
Our board and volunteers work in a professional and efficient
way. That is the strength of Emunah of America—our staff
collaborates with the volunteers to reach their maximum
potential which results in effective fundraising.

LAURIE SZENICER
Chief Executive Officer
Emunah of America

I have volunteered before and felt like I was helping, but
volunteering through Emunah of America allows me to use my
assets—my professional skills, experience and education—to
help others. Emunah of America is allowing me to learn from
incredibly talented people and be a part of a community
of like-minded women.
LYNN MAEL
Treasurer
Emunah of America
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OUR STRENGTHS
BRAND-MISSION
Emunah of America is one of the oldest and leading women-centric social action
organizations, that was founded over 75 years ago to deal with the challenges
of building the State of Israel and supporting its citizens. Emunah of America
has always had a strong board of committed and talented women from diverse
backgrounds. Emunah of America's activities focus on raising the necessary
funds to support education, social welfare programs aiming to strengthen the
Jewish family, advancing the status of women, and Holocaust and anti-bias
education in Israel and the United States. Emunah has excellent brand
recognition, and is known for its outstanding award-winning work.
NETWORK
Our current network of devoted board members, volunteers, and staff across
the United States and current partnerships with organizations and corporations
will allow us to expand our fundraising efforts to support social welfare
programming beyond what we are doing at this time. Our relationship with
donors and leading organizations including the Conference of Presidents,
American Zionist Movement (AZM), Kol Hanearim, Israel Bonds, Telem, One
Clip at a Time, and other projects gives Emunah of America the platform to
promote our new fundraising ventures and share content.
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the next
three yearS
We definitely couldn’t be where we are today without
the Emunah board and staff. The volunteers and staff
are the best - incredibly talented and very dedicated to
the mission to ensure we meet the critical needs in the
upcoming year.
KAREN SPITALNICK

Past National President
Emunah of America

Although 2020 was a difficult year, Emunah shifted rapidly
to online channels for fundraising and engagement,
automated production tasks, and increased operational
effiiency. This accelerated decision making and
productivity,and provided the opportunity for increased
board and donor engagement. Many lessons have been
learned during Covid. We will be more efficient and
stronger going forward.
LAURIE SZENICER
Chief Executive Officer
Emunah of America
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GOALS FOR THE
NEXT THREE YEARS

Our goal is that Emunah of America will continue to raise funds strategically and use all our resources
to fuel our fundraising abilities to benefit our charitable projects. We remain committed to and focused
on our primary beneficiary - Emunah Israel - but also recognize the need to raise funds for other
causes that align with our mission.

s

1

s
• Drive social change by leading, mobilizing, and engaging volunteers across
the United States to raise the necessary funds to support projects for our
primary beneficiary - Emunah Israel and other causes
• Continue to build and increase our capabilities to reach more donors
• Expand and enhance our fundraising programs and events

What Will SucceSS look like
• Fundraising increases significantly
• Our programs are structured to make sure that we maximize our fundraising and the
needs are being met
• Our fundraising efforts shift from over 50% events to grants and one-on-one asks
• Our programs and events achieve and impact our goals efficiently
• Low impact and inefficient programs and events will be de-emphasized
• Increase 15% of programs and fundraising events outside of New York and New
Jersey
• Establish strong partnerships with donors in at least three other core demographics
across the United States
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2

DONOR ENGAGEMENT
•
•
•
•

Analyze our donor and volunteer base
Develop and strengthen relationships with donors
Assess data analytics
Donor retention and re-engage lapsed donors

What WILL Success Look Like
• Boost stewardship efforts to move donors up our pipeline - by sending
personal follow up emails, and making calls to priority donors
• Increase engagement and test and analyze email content
• Re-engage lapsed donors - focus solicitation efforts through digital activity
• Engage with qualified prospects to increase event attendance and project
awareness

3

Develop clear ways to measure, evaluate, AND
communicate the impact of our work
• Expand use of internal and external assessments of impact
metrics and evlauations using best practices to achieve our goals
• Develop and implement internal key performance indicators

What WILL Success Look Like
• Information and evaluations will be used by the board and staff to make
decisions about operations, events and programs. Our donors and volunteers
will continue to be informed of our impact on our beneficiaries

4

s
Expand our commitment to Emunah of America's professional growth
Align organizational structure to support implementation of strategic plan
Strengthen our financial assets and investments
Transmitting more funds to our beneficiaries on a regular schedule
Improve technological infrastructure to support the growth of our
organization
• Support our highly engaged lay board leaders and professonal staff
•
•
•
•
•

What Will SucceSS look like
• We provide our board and staff with the fundraising
tools to succeed
• We meet and exceed our financial goals
• Our local and national teams collaborate to achieve
our fundraising goals

Emunah of America | page 16

EMUNAH ISRAEL'S WORK
...no child needs
to be afraid

...the family
is stronger

Emunah's 2 Crisis

Emunah’s 10 Family

Centers are on call day

Counseling and

and night to receive

Trauma Centers

abandoned or neglected

offer psychotherapy,,

children and teenage girls,

treatments and therapies for

in need of immediate

individuals, couples and

protection.

families.
At the Machon Be’er

...no one needs
to be alone

Emunah Institute
professional training prepares
educators to work in the fields
of marriage counselling,
healthy sexuality, parenting

The Emunah Maayan
Rivka Golden Age
Restaurant provides
nutritious meals in a
welcoming atmosphere,

and gerontology.

...everyone
can achieve
Emunah’s 4 High Schools
provide high quality education
in technology, biomedical
engineering, art, drama, music,
computing, and Torah studies.
The Emunah Appleman
College of Arts and
Technology offers unique
learning opportunities for
religious women to earn a
degree in fine arts, visual
communication, drama, and
Jewish studies.

bringing together lonely
seniors and volunteers.
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...society
is stronger

...your child
is in safe hands

Emunah promotes the
At 125 Day Care Centers

status of women in the

Emunah provides early

rabbinical courts and

childhood education and care
within a warm, loving,
traditional Jewish
environment.

...miracles
happen
every day

In our Multipurpose
Day Care Centers we give
support to at-risk children
from dysfunctional homes
and their families.

supports legislation in the
Knesset advancing the
rights of women and
families in Israel.
Emunah strengthens

Emunah’s 5 Children’s Homes
provide residential care for
abused, traumatized and
neglected children and teens
who have been removed
from their families by child
protection services.

Israeli society through
projects including Mechinat
Lapidot Emunah, Bat Ami
National Service, Midreshet
Torah Chesed, Midreshet
Be'eri and 26 chapters
around the country.
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FINANCIALS
FINANCIAL GOALS FOR
THE NEXT THREE YEARS
In 2021 and 2022 we plan
to increase revenues by
approximately 10%. Our
goal is to increase our ROI
on all programs and
events and further reduce
our industry leading cost
per dollar, ensuring that all
our programs and capital
improvements receive the
necessary funding when
needed.

Revenue
Revenue growth

FY2020
$3.5 million

FY2021
$3.8 million
10%

FY2022
$4.1 million
10%
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WHAT IS NEXT
The Board of Emunah of America determines the beneficiaries we work
with based on our mission and values. Funds raised will benefit
Emunah Israel and other charitable projects in Israel and the United
States.
Emunah of America is proud to engage an effective and readily
available network of volunteers. We have gained the trust and
reputation required to be able to collaborate with social change
organizations who have limited resources and lack of funding. These
organizations rely more and more on Emunah of America for support.
In the next three years, we will expand our reach, strengthen our
network of volunteers who want to utilize their talents to effect social
change and amplify awareness about the work of Emunah of America.
Although there will never be a shortage of needs, fortunately neither will
there be a shortage of people willing to help. EMUNAH WILL BE HERE
AS LONG AS WE ARE NEEDED. If you believe in this mission, we
invite you to partner with us in leading social change and making a
difference in the lives of many.

TOGETHER, WE CAN BE
THE CHANGE

