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Brooklyn Community Pride Center has been the
only LGBTQ+ community center serving New York
City’s largest borough.
Our vision for LGBTQ+ Brooklyn is the most
ambitious in the history of the City. What follows is
a glimpse into what we see for the borough.
As we look ahead to the next decade and beyond,
we invite you join us.
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Less than 5% of philanthropic funds in New York City
support Brooklyn specific services.
As a result, LGBTQ+ people must often travel to Manhattan for socializing,
organizing, resources, and community.
Brooklyn neighborhoods are home to many LGBTQ+ people who are low-income,
immigrants, youth, HIV/AIDS-affected, or people of color who shouldn’t have to
travel into Manhattan for services or feel excluded by the more affluent
neighborhoods where LGBTQ+ community resources are based.

.

To become Brooklyn’s premier network of programs and
services for the LGBTQ+ community of New York City’s
largest borough.
Value Proposition
Across the spectrum from young people to elders, Brooklyn
Community Pride Center enables our community to actively
participate in positive, life-affirming activities. We offer a
distinctive choice for residents of New York City’s largest
borough to celebrate, heal, learn, create, organize,
relax, socialize, and play.
Mission
Brooklyn Community Pride Center provides services and
support to the borough’s LGBTQ+ community through
original programming and partnerships with other
organizations.

2008 Brooklyn Community Pride Center was formed by
volunteers who saw a need for direct services to
Brooklyn’s LGBTQ+ community. We began on Atlantic
Avenue in a board member’s residence, then to
Borough Hall, then to 4 MetroTech, and now at
Restoration Plaza.

2009 Launched community partnerships to facilitate services
to the community

2011 Established youth programs
2012 Established elder programs
2013 Established transgender/gender nonconforming support
2016 Established arts and culture program: LGBTQ New
Americans Project

2017 Opened our new facility at Restoration Plaza in BedStuy, doubling operational space

2018 Celebrated our first 10 years with a $1million budget

Operating in our Restoration Plaza facility in Bed-Stuy, we
currently provide two conference rooms, a beautiful public
hangout space, and three offices for our community
partners.
Programs include Pride Path, transgender/gender
nonconforming (TGNC) support groups, the LGTBQ+ New
American Project, recovery groups, HIV testing, social
meetups, a book club, a pantry of supplies for homeless
LGBTQ+ people, referral and reference services, and so
more.
Thanks to our most financially successful year to date,, we
have five full-time staff members and a growing part-time
staff. We are open 7 days a week, with free Wi-Fi, a
reading library, board games, and a welcoming approach
to drop-in visitors.
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THE ISSUE: Social isolation is a growing epidemic — one
that’s increasingly recognized as having dire physical, mental
and emotional consequences. Since the 1980s, the
percentage of American adults who say they’re lonely
has doubled from 20 percent to 40 percent. Communities of
color and transgender/gender nonconforming people are
particularly at risk.
OUR SOLUTION: Brooklyn Community Pride Center
provides face-to-face, community interactions for social
groups, meetings, and activities in the neighborhoods where
people live rather than miles away. A place where people can
be their authentic, full self and connect with others like them.
Sites will add a collaborative/shared work space (like
WeWork) and additional social and meeting spaces.

THE ISSUE: NYC is facing a youth employment crisis.
An unprecedented number of young people reach adulthood
without the skills to secure career-track jobs. Since 2000,
only 29% of 16 to 24-year-olds across the city participate in the
labor market. For many LGBTQ+ people, barriers to employment
remain one of the biggest challenges they face.
OUR SOLUTION: Pride Path for LGBTQ+ youth offers paid training and
internships to help them gain the confidence, experience and skills they
need to secure long-term, permanent employment. Pride Path will
expand to serve underemployed LGBTQ+ people of ages in the coming
years and we will offer numerous resources like computer labs and
professional development activities to support job seekers and
emerging entrepreneurs.
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Mental illness is a pervasive problem in our
community. As compared to people who
identify as straight, LGBTQ+ people are: 2.5
times more likely to experience depression,
anxiety, and substance misuse, 3 times
more likely to experience a mental health
condition, youth are 4 times more likely to
attempt suicide, and 38-65% of transgender
individuals experience suicidal ideation.

In addition to weekly AA meetings,
discussion and support groups for
youth and trans/gender
nonconforming people, and regular
sexual health education and testing,
we will launch a dedicated mental
health clinic, partnering with CallenLorde, at the Bedford-Union Armory.
With Armory partners, we will also
provide inclusive sport and fitness
spaces for swimming, boxing,
basketball, yoga, and self-defense
classes.

Lower income LGBTQ+ people do not
always have access to physical fitness and
many members of our community have
been systematically excluded from sports.

THE ISSUE: Many LGBTQ+ immigrants come from places
where being LGBTQ+ is a crime or simply unsafe. But all
immigrants, regardless of legal status or nation of origin, face
challenges in obtaining resources and assistance. Because
more than one-third of Brooklyn residents were born in
another country, immigration will be a top priority for the
LGBTQ+ Outer Borough Consortium, which coordinates
activities between the outer boroughs of NYC.
OUR SOLUTION: We are working closely with other LGBTQ+
centers like the Queens LGBT Center / Long Island Pride
Network to coordinate services for immigrants and asylumseekers, such as legal clinics or support groups. Our focus is
on immigration-dense neighborhoods.

THE ISSUE: LGBTQ+ youth comprise up to 40% of the
homeless youth population in NYC or about 1,600. 62%
of them have considered or attempted suicide. When
forced to survive on the streets without shelter, youths
are subjected to significant levels of violence and
trauma creating and exacerbating mental health issues.
OUR SOLUTION: In addition to our year-round Pride
Pantry offering free toiletries, clothing and more for
people experiencing homelessness, we are in
discussions with community partners to provider robust
homeless services by 2025 with wrap-around support
from our programs for social isolation, workforce
development, immigration, and health and wellness.

THE ISSUE: Systemic racism and white
supremacy have been a part of the
American experience from the beginning
and continue to show up in every aspect
of society. For LGBTQ+ people of color,
the intersection of gender/sexual identity
and ethnic/racial experience often
compounds the barriers to living whole,
healthy and prosperous lives.

OUR SOLUTION: Brooklyn Community Pride Center is committed to
being leaders in anti-racism. As one of the only LGBTQ+ nonprofits
directly serving the incredibly diverse communities of Brooklyn, racial
justice has been part of our DNA from the beginning. We stand with
movements for equity and we will offer services and programs that
specifically cater to advancing racial justice. We endeavor to
scrutinize all our policies, practices and programs for harm. We
actively solicit underrepresented voices to inform our services and to
hold us accountable.
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By giving to your Center, you are investing in the most ambitious plan in the history of the
city to serve LGBTQ+ Brooklynites. Please join us!
To learn more by visiting lgbtbrooklyn.org or contact Jere Keys,
Development and Engagement Manager, at jkeys@lgbtbrooklyn.org or (347) 991-8500.

