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To:  Riziero Montanari <rickmontanari@hotmail.com>

Dec 2, 2019

Dear Riziero,

Rescue the El Cano Archaeological Park museum by Fundacion El Cano 
has just posted a report about the impact of your donation. You gave $10.00 
to this project two months ago. Here's the unedited update from the field: 

Update on Fundacion El Cano activities
By Alexa Hancock - Project Leader

Ambassadors at El Cano museum

Since September, the two teams of four students each from the Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute (WPI) have completed their two projects involving the 
El Caño Archaeological Park. The projects consisted of the creation of a 
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program of self-guided tour visits for English and French speakers and a 
study of the park's flora.

The students presented their projects and results to their WPI advisor, 
James Chiarelli, and to sponsors Rick Montanari of Footprint Possibilities, 
Inc. and Dr. Julia Mayo of the El Caño Foundation. At the end, all materials 
were delivered to Dr. Mayo.

As a result of the work completed by the students, the Fundación El Caño 
team has better data related to the flora in the park. Additionally, there is 
now an online self-guided tour of the park and museum in the Android store 
availble in English and French. The tour application will soon be availble in 
the Apple store. The students also provided a tri-fold map with an 
abbreviated version of the information that is in the application to be availble 
for visitors who do not have a smart cellular phone.

The National Secretariat for Science (SENACYT), Technology and 
Innovation publishes an magazine titled "IMAGINA".  Edition 11 showcased 
the exhibition that Fundación El Caño prepared for the Archaeological 
Museum of El Caño and utilized the iconic artifact known as "The "Bird Man" 
for the cover. "The Bird Man" is an interesting and beautiful gold pendant 
discovered in the tomb T2 of the Necropolis of El Caño.

Fundación El Caño participated in an event organized by the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs-Directorate of Protocol and State Ceremonial, Tourism 
Diplomacy "The Cutarra Experience". Fundación El Caño received 16 
ambassadors from different countries, all stationed in Panama. Dr. Julia 
Mayo conducted a tour of the museum and park for them. These events 
help disseminate the information concerning the progress being made in El 
Caño.

The January 2020 edition of "Journal of Archaeological Science" includes 
the article "Golden artefacts, resin figurines, body adhesives and tomb 
sediments from the pre-Columbian burial site El Caño (Gran Coclé, 
Panamá): Tracing organic contents using molecular archaeometry". This 
article was authored by several members of the Fundacion El Caño team 
and partners.
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Self Guided Tour, Android store

IMAGINA magazine

Page 3 of 5

12/3/2019https://outlook.live.com/mail/inbox/id/AQMkADAwATE0OTQwLTUyNGUtMTQwNC0...



WPI students flora study team

WPI students self-guided tour team
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On a scale of 0 to 10, how likely are you to recommend 
this project to a friend, family member, or colleague? 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Not at all likely Extremely likely

GIVE NOW 

Updates are posted directly by Project Leaders, and to make your 
experience as authentic as possible, GlobalGiving does not alter these 
updates - they are the real deal.

About this project:

Rescue the El Cano Archaeological Park 
museum
by Fundacion El Cano

Panama, Arts and Culture

There is currently no archaeological museum in all of 
Panama. The foundation is rescuing the El Cano 
Archaeological Museum, so it can be used to exhibit the 
artifacts discovered in the over 1000-year-old necropolis. 
With the benefit of a functioning museum, students and 
residents of Panama will learn about the history of their 
country and tourists will learn there is more to Panama 
than the canal. A well run museum with interesting and 
educational exhibits will bring more visitors to the area.
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